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EQAO Teaching Strategies Workshop
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Grand Prize: Flight for two to
Thunder Bay!

Submitted by: Stephanie Mushinski
KOBE Student Assessment Lead
Grade 5/6
teachers
Gloria
Kakepetum
and
Namoya
Nechengwa
work
through a
sample
EQAO math
problem.

Snowshoe Fun...page 3

The EQAO assessments are still a few months away, but Grade 3 and
Grade 6 teachers from the five KO elementary schools are already
preparing their students for success.

Woodland Style Art…page 6

On Jan. 12, ten teachers and four KOBE staff members met in Sioux
Lookout for professional development on EQAO topics. The workshop
covered Level 4 practices for teaching math, reading and writing. The
goal was to further develop teacher practice that will effectively
support instruction related to successful outcomes on the test.
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Message from KOBE FNSSP Coordinator
Welcome, 2018! As we move into the next part of
the school year, I want to welcome all the staff and
students back to school. The start of the year was quite
busy and I’m sure it will be much of the same leading
into the spring.
KOBE staff have already started planning and
scheduling their next visits to the communities to offer support and
professional development. We look forward to these visits, as it helps us
connect with the staff and students we work with.
In the coming months, KOBE staff will be working to organize the
upcoming Indigenous Games which will be hosted in North Spirit Lake
First Nation at Victoria Linklater Memorial School. The events are
shaping up to be very exciting with new challenges for students to
compete in. An organizing committee of representatives from each of the
five KO schools has been formed to help ensure that each school can
share their ideas for the event. Members of KiHS will also be helping out
at this year’s events.
KOBE is continuing this year as a partner with Matawa Education and
their respective communities. They will be hosting their annual
education conference before March Break in Thunder Bay at which some
of the KOBE staff have been invited to share presentations.
If there are ways you would like to see us help in your school, please do
not hesitate to contact a KOBE staff member. We are here to move
education forward.
Jonathan Woolley

KOBE FNSSP Coordinator

Winter 2018

KOBE WRITING
CONTEST
THEME:
“My Community!”
Open to all elementary
students from KO
schools.
DEADLINE:
February 23
GRAND PRIZE:
Wasaya flight for
2 to Thunder Bay!
Category and
participation prizes to
be won!
Writing Categories
– Poetry –
English, Syllabics
– News Article –
English, Syllabics
– Essay –
English, Syllabics

Contact Barb Matousek
for an entry form:
Jonathan Woolley
FNSSP Coordinator
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barbmatousek@edu.knet.ca

or

Photo by: Ramzee Ostamas, Grade 9
Deer Lake First Nation School

1-800-387-3740
ext. 4617
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Ahgwahbuush Memorial School

News Showshoes, Fresh Snow, Lots of Fun!
Submitted by: Debbie Kravis
Special Education Resource Teacher
With the early snow and brand new snowshoeing equipment, it was the perfect opportunity
for Ahgwahbuush students to get outside and learn a new skill.
The Grade 1, Grade 6 and Grade 8 students all had a chance to spend an afternoon on the new trail.
The 1.5km circular trail was made by community members and it starts at the school parking lot
through the forest and around the baseball field ending back at the school.
Students helped each other to figure out how to secure the snowshoes to their boots. Once the equipment
was on, lots of laughter and fun was had trying them out in the deep snow.
The Grade 8 students accomplished the entire loop,
while the younger students practiced in the baseball
field. The Grade 6 students tried some off-trail
exploration.
Everyone appreciated the hot chocolate and
marshmallows that were served in the new outdoor
structure after the outing.
It was fantastic to see a few Grade 8 students take the
lead and get a fire going to welcome the snowshoers
home!
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KOBE

Indspire Conference
Submitted by: Sarah Johnson
KOBE Language/Perspectives Lead
From Nov. 30 to Dec. 1, Native Language teachers, some school
staff, and representatives from KOBE attended the Indspire
conference in Montreal. The conference was an opportunity for
educators to network, share successful practices and participate in
workshops where they learned ways of improving educational
outcomes of Indigenous students.
One of the highlights was visiting First Nations schools in
Kahnawake. We visited three schools: Karonhianonhnha Tai
Ionterihwaienstahkhwa School an Immersion elementary school;
Kateri Tekakwitha School a trilingual elementary school in Mohawk,
French, and English; and Kahnawake Survival School, a high school
from grades 7 - 11.
We heard the sounds of Mohawk language and culture resonating
down the hallways and coming from the classrooms. The staff also
learned a brief history of Kahnawake. Deer Lake teacher, Maria Rae,
received a cradleboard gift from one of the school staff.
The visit was a very positive experience, as was the conference.
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Deer Lake
First Nation School

Victoria Linklater Memorial School

Tech Donation Increases “Cool” Factor in
After School Club
Submitted by: Carley Whittle
Grade 5/6 Teacher
If you stopped by Victoria Linklater Memorial School in North Spirit Lake
on Wednesday afternoons, you might find students turning bananas into
controllers, coding with Micro:bits, chasing after a Sphero ball, or playing
Guitar Hero with a homemade guitar!

Deer Lake First
Nation School Sixth
Bi-Annual
Scholastic Book
Fair
Submitted by: Joanna Murray
SERT

A recent donation from Lee Martin, the teacher who organizes
Computers for Change from southern Ontario, has really enhanced the
"cool" factor in our afterschool coding/tech club.
Students have been coming together every Wednesday afternoon for the
last couple of weeks to learn about and play with Scratch coding (a free
online beginner coding program). In the coming weeks, we are expanding
to create 3D objects using Tinkercad (a free, online 3D design program),
with hopes to print our designs on our two new Makerbot 2x3D printers
that are on the way!
So long afterschool solo gaming - it's time to create with technology!

In November, staff at Deer
Lake First Nation School
hosted the school’s sixth
Scholastic Book Fair. The Fair
was a huge success, allowing
the school to keep an
immense number of books
and products for the students
to use and enjoy.
The Book Fairs have become
an event that staff, students,
parents, and community
members all look forward to!
Hosting a book fair is quite
simple and such an enjoyable
time for so many!
We are already looking
forward to the next fair in
April!

Teacher Jordan Walker-Martin works with students Kingston and Troy to
create a functioning guitar out of ordinary objects (dimes, cardboard and
tape). Students Mikey and Luke are using a banana to make a touchpad
controller. The group is using “Makey Makey”, an invention kit with tools
to turn everyday objects into touchpads and combine them with the
Internet. The kit includes a Makey Makey board, alligator clips, and a USB
5
cable.
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Deer Lake First Nation School

My Spirit Animal
Photos submitted by: Nikki Osborne
Grade 9 Teacher
In the fall, artist Donald Chrétien
visited Deer Lake First Nation School
to work with students on woodland
style art. Here are some of their
creations!
The story of their experience
appeared in Wawatay News,
November 15, 2017 edition.

Share your news
beyond KOBE!
Do you have news that people in Red
Lake, Sioux Lookout and Thunder Bay
should know about? What about news
that people in all of Ontario should
hear?
Contact Jill Woolley for assistance in
connecting with local and provincial
reporters and media outlets!
Jill Woolley
jillwoolley@edu.knet.ca
1-800-387-3740 ext. 5632
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Profile of a Speech-Language Assistant (SLA)

Krystal Thompson
Submitted by: Jasmin Thomson
KOBE Communicative Disorders Assistant
Krystal Thompson is a Speech-Language Assistant (SLA) at Keewaywin First Nation
School. Growing up, Krystal spent most of her childhood in Keewaywin, as well as
some time in Thunder Bay. Krystal has been working at the school for over two
years, first as a Teaching Assistant, and now as an SLA.

Krystal Thompson is
the SLA at KFNS

One day per week, Krystal helps to facilitate Speech and Language therapy sessions with students over video
conferencing with the KOBE Speech-Language team. The other four days per week, Krystal provides
invaluable practice to her students, and supports verbal and non-verbal communication in their classrooms.
In her spare time, Krystal enjoys playing games and creating nail art designs- she is currently looking forward
to working with Acrylic nails and Gel polishes.
Grade 1/2 teacher, Alice Mesa has seen Krystal’s commitment to her work first-hand. One of Alice’s students
was having difficulty communicating at the beginning of the year, “but now she is able to say the words, since
Krystal practiced again and again with her,” remarks Alice.
Sue Smetana, KOBE Communicative Disorders Assistant, works closely with Krystal to implement Speech and
Language Therapy in Keewaywin. “It's been a great pleasure working with and getting to know Krystal,” Sue
says. “She is very passionate about her SLA position and she truly does have the kids’ best interests at heart.”
The KOBE Speech and Language Team asked Krystal to share more about her role and her experiences as a
Speech-Language Assistant:
Q: What is the most challenging part of being a Speech-Language Assistant?
A (Krystal): Having them (the students) getting comfortable around me, some of them take time, but they
eventually get around to being used to me.
Q: What do you enjoy the most about being a Speech-Language Assistant?
A: Working with the kids. I wasn’t really expecting them to be used to me already and it took time for some
of them to get comfortable around me, but maybe because I was already [working] here before, [it was easy
for them to feel comfortable working with me]. It’s always a joy here, working with the kids or even at the
gym, [I like] the silly things they do and come up with.
Q: What makes SLAs so important to the KOBE schools?
A: SLAs are important. We are here working with kids during the week before [video conferencing] sessions,
so we are trying to help the students improve on their speech and language, and they are getting there.
The KOBE Speech & Language Therapy team would like to recognize the enthusiasm and creativity Krystal
7
has shown in her role as an SLA. We are grateful for her work and wish her continued success in 2018.
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Deer Lake First Nation School

Poetry Projects
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Submitted by: Nikki Osborne
Grade 9 Teacher

Worn as costumes, day and night. You’re taking our
culture away yet standing in a spotlight.
Dancers full with grace
The singer’s call rings through you
The fire shows your fates
Listen to have drums break through
The moon glows, the sun awaits
-Felicity Meekis, Grade 9
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New KOBE Staff Members to Help You and Your Students
Nicole Robertston
KOBE Wellness Coordinator
My name is Nicole Robertson and I am the Wellness Coordinator for the
Keewaytinook Okimakanak Board of Education. I am a Registered Nurse and
graduated with honours from Lakehead University. I have three children. I coach
gymnastics and volunteer at the local SCPN pet shelter. I was born in Sioux Lookout,
but grew up in a small community in the Treaty 3 area.
I am currently working on training for our community wellness workers. I have also initiated Google
classrooms for each community; focusing on health promotion and holistic living.
I recently visited Keewaywin First Nation and everyone was so welcoming. We made traditional tacos and
bannock dogs. The children took me sliding and we had a wonderful visit. I enjoyed working with our youth
and I look forward to many more community visits.

Traci Cabral
KOBE Systems Navigator/Re-engagement Position
My name is Traci Cabral. I joined KOBE in December in the newly created position for
Systems Navigator/Re-Engagement. My focus is student wellness and student
achievement. Part of the vision for this position includes:
•
•

Assisting students, teachers and parents navigate the different systems of
support available to students as they move from one school to another.
Assisting students who are returning to school.

My mother is Ojibwe from Shoal Lake #39 and my father is Swedish. My late grandfather, Fred Greene Sr.,
(Greenefeather) was a very talented artist and musician who spent much time in the North. He would tell
me stories of people he met, the beauty of the land. I am looking forward to working in the
communities. My experience includes working as an Anishinaabe Student Counsellor in Kenora. I look
forward to meeting and working with students, parents, principals, teachers and Chiefs and Councils.
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What’s coming up?

Do you want to see
your school news
here?

2018 KOBE
INDIGENOUS

Please submit photos and
articles to:

GAMES

February 21 - 23

jillwoolley@edu.knet.ca

Victoria Linklater Memorial School,
N o r th S pi r i t L a k e

Send your
submissions by:
March 29, 2018

Photos from 2017 KOBE Indigenous Games held in Deer Lake First Nation
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Art by: Grade 3 students from
Deer Lake First Nation School

KOBE – Main Office

KOBE – Sioux Lookout Office

P.O. Box 340, 10 Mine Road
Balmertown, ON
P0V 1C0
807-735-1381

P.O. Box 509, 88 ½ Front Street
Sioux Lookout, ON
P8T 1A8
807-737-5671

www.koeducation.ca

