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Western Exposure  
Youth Experience Trip of a Lifetime  
By Melissa Major, 21st Century Technology Lead 
 

Over the summer holidays, 11 youth from Deer Lake and 

North Spirit Lake traveled to the West Coast for a three-week 

adventure. Participants were selected to partake in the Indigenous 

World Bound Youth Leadership Camp.  

 

The youth began in Whistler, then on to Whitehorse where they 

prepared for a multi-day expedition paddling 400km down the Yukon 

River. They ended that leg of the journey in the eclectic town of 

Dawson City. After that, it was off to the big city of Vancouver where 

they explored a couple of university campuses, visited a horse farm 

where they groomed and interacted with the horses, followed by a day 

at the Pacific Nation Exhibition where they enjoyed the amusement 

park and its rides. 

 

Throughout the trip, participants were challenged and encouraged to 

develop individual leadership skills, which each youth did in their 

own unique way. Those who felt they reached leadership goals were 

presented with a special bracelet to signify their achievement. 

 

From carving their own canoe paddles, to visiting the Olympic rings 

in Whistler, to the friendships that formed over the three-week trip, 

the youth developed confidence, social, and life skills that they will 

continue to use throughout their lives. (Photos on page 9) 
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 Elder and Youth Gathering 
By Sarah Johnson, Language/Perspectives Lead  

 

Keewaytinook Okimakanak 

 High School students and Elders from surrounding communities participated at 

Takwaakin gathering in Thunder Bay on September 20 and in Dryden on September 25. 

The purpose of the gathering was to identify the gaps between Elders and youth in terms of 

language and culture. The KOBE team and KOSSS staff took part in planning and 

organizing an event at the gathering. The day began with an opening prayer and 

conversation about how we can bring youth to interact more with Elders. Elders taught the 

youth how to pluck a goose, prepare fish, flesh a deer hide, and cut up moose meat. 

EA Program 
By Barb Matousek, Later Literacy Lead  
 

KOBE has partnered with Confederation 

College to provide professional development for 

our Teacher Assistants. This training is in its 

fourth year! There are two courses running at 

the same time and students have been 

attending courses during the day. Right now 

there are 25 TAs registered in the level one 

course and 16 TAs registered in the level three 

course. Courses run until the beginning of 

May. On June 5, 2019 we will celebrate 

student accomplishments with certificates for 

those who have participated. 

 

It was wonderful to be able to work with the 

TAs in Deer Lake on October 19!  We had a fun 

learning experience while the teachers were 

immersed in their own PD. 
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 Gloria Kakepetum 
 
I have been a teacher since 2005, but I have been working in the school since I was 18.  I admired the connection 

the teachers had with their students and wanted that connection too, as well as to spend more time with the kids. 

 

I first completed the Native Language Teacher program at Lakehead University, and taught Native Language. I 

then took the Native Teacher Program at the University of Ottawa, and taught Kindergarten Immersion.   

 

I started my Bachelor of Education degree at Brock University five years ago. Laura and I went out four weeks at 

a time and also did video conferencing to complete our courses.  

 

The hardest thing about the program was leaving my children and family to go away to study. Poor internet con-

nection also created challenges, especially when it was down for a few days. However, I feel great now that I’m 

finished. I feel well qualified and ready to go further. There is always more to learn! I thought five years ago it 

was going to be a long time, and there were challenges, but it was really worth it. 

 
Laura Anishinabie 
 

I have been in the education field since 1993. I started out as a class assistant, and from there decided that I 

would like to teach my own class so I went for my teacher’s certification, which I completed in 2003. After that, I 

decided to go further and get my Bachelor of Education degree, which I obtained this past year.  

 

I really enjoyed how the program was delivered, which allowed me to work and take the courses at the same 

time. The instructors made sure that the knowledge and skills we gained were relevant to us as Aboriginal teach-

ers.  

 

The program was very challenging at times, especially leaving family and getting those assignments in, but I had 

the support of family and my love for teaching to drive my interest in obtaining my degree.  
 

 

 

Congratulations, New Grads! 
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KiHS Land-Based Learning 
By Becca Letkeman, KiHS Grad Coach 

 

( R ) KiHS student Devon Oskineegish 

from Nibinamik First Nation poses in 

the outdoor shelter he built to complete 

a PAD20 (Outdoor Education) assign-

ment. Oskineegish won the KiHS 

Back to School Photo Contest with 

this picture  

( L ) KiHS Land-Based Learning Lead 

Dylan MacDonell partnered with Linda 

Kanate and Burgandy Matawap from 

Weagamow First Nation to take stu-

dents from both KiHS and the elemen-

tary school partridge hunting at the 

start of the school year. The activity 

concluded with a BBQ.  
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Beautiful fall-inspired artwork at Deer Lake First Nation School 
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Number Sense is a very important part of Numeracy, and is an 

area that, as Numeracy Lead, I am encouraging teachers to work 

on with their students every day. This year, KOBE purchased 

several resources for each classroom that, if used every day, will 

help improve students’ number sense.  

 

There are various ways that you can help your child with this at 

home as well.  

 

One thing you can do with your child is to work on counting. At the 

end of Grade One, the Ontario Curriculum Guide recommends that 

students be able to count up to 100 and backwards from 20; in 

Grade Two, to 200 and backwards from 50; and so on. For more 

information about the Ontario Curriculum recommendations by 

grade level, check with your child’s classroom teacher.  

 

You can also skip count with your child by two’s, five’s, 10’s, and 

20’s.  

 

You can also have your child use toys around your house (rocks, 

beans, cutlery, etc) to show you different ways to make numbers. 

For example, five can be made with a one and a four OR a two and 

a three. 

 

Another initiative that I have been working on is to have math 

manipulatives (pictured) available and accessible in every 

classroom for students to use during math time. Math 

manipulatives are hands-on tools that help engage students, 

encourage them to talk about what they are doing, and share ideas. 

Math in the Classroom and at Home 
By Rose Kakekagumick, Numeracy Lead 
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Assembly of First Nations 

(AFN) Resolution 16/2016 

called on Canada to engage 

in a process to develop and 

implement a new fiscal 

framework for First Nations 

education. 

Recommendations included: 

1) Increase funding in 2018-

19 

2) Negotiate and conclude 

the First Nations 

agreements 

3) Ensure equitable 

allocation of funding 

4) Establish regional 

technical tables to identify 

regional funding needs 

5) Analyze and support 

development of budget items 

at need cost 

Canada has agreed to inject 

significant new funding into 

the First Nations elementary 

and secondary education 

system so that it is as good 

or better than the provinces. 

Charting Our Own Path 
Forward in Education 

Through this new funding 

formula, First Nations will 

ensure Canada works in full 

partnership to co-develop 

programs and service terms, 

conditions, and guidelines 

based on sufficient, 

predictable, and sustained 

funding. 

This co-developed approach 

will essentially streamline 

the First Nations Student 

Success Program (FNSSP), 

as well as the path into the 

new formula-based 

allocation in 2018-19 (except 

for a portion of the current 

High-Cost Special Education 

Program). It will allow 

communities and recipients 

to see how funding is 

allocated in a transparent 

way, and deliver services 

with stability and 

predictability. 

Canada, through the Chiefs 

of Ontario (COO), hired 20 

facilitators to do individual 

community engagement 

sessions about the Charting 

Our Own Path Forward 

policy proposal. The 

facilitator for our 

communities is Neil 

Debassige from Manitoulin 

Island, M'Chigeeng First 

Nation. Neil has a Master’s 

degree in Educational 

Leadership and has taught 

in various First Nation 

communities. He is also an 

experienced school 

administrator and runs a 

business called Learn First 

Education Consulting. Neil, 

along with KOBE staff, 

visited the following First 

Nations to host the first 

round of community 

engagement sessions about 

(Continued on page 7) 

Transforming First Nations Education Funding  
By Goyce Kakegamic, Education Advisor 
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the new funding formula. 

Monday, September 10 - Deer 
Lake  

Neil Debassige, Darrin 

Potter, Jonathan Kakegamic, 

and I met with Chief and 

Council to introduce 

ourselves and the new 

funding formula. We shared 

an abbreviated version of the 

COO presentation and held a 

question and answer period. 

We then met at the school 

with education staff and 

shared the COO presentation 

from an educator’s 

perspective. This focused a 

little more on what potential 

there was for control of 

programming at the school 

level. 

For the community 

engagement session, our 

group prepared supper and 

approximately 45 people 

come out for the information 

and feast. We provided 

feedback about approaches to 

special education, which will 

be factored into the roll-up 

reports for the COO. 

Tuesday, September 11 - North 
Spirit Lake  

Neil, Darrin, Jonathan, and I 

met at the band office with 

members of Council and two 

community Elders to 

introduce ourselves and the 

new funding formula. We 

shared an abbreviated 

version of the COO 

presentation and held a 

question and answer period. 

We then met at the school 

with education staff and 

shared the COO presentation 

from an educator’s 

perspective. This focused a 

little more on what 

potential there was for 

control of programming at 

the school level. 

For the community 

engagement session, a 

caterer provided a meal 

and approximately 65 

people come out for the 

information and feast. We 

provided feedback about 

approaches to special 

education, which will be 

factored into the roll-up 

reports for the COO. 

Tuesday, October 16 - Fort 
Severn  

Neil, Jonathan, and I met 

with Council and education 

staff to introduce ourselves 

and the new funding formula. 

The main topic of 

conversation was local 

control of the additional 

dollars for 2018-19 and 2019-

20. 

Forty-three people came out 

for the community 

engagement session. We 

provided feedback on 

approaches to special 

education, which will be 

factored into the roll-up 

reports for the COO. 

Tuesday, October 23 - 
Keewaywin  

Neil, Darrin, and I met with 

four members of Council at 

the band office prior to 

meeting with the Director of 

Education and education 

staff. We also had a 

community radio 

presentation in the afternoon 

and a feast with local 

entertainment. 

Forty-four people came to the 

community engagement 

session; with 37 people 

responding to our survey. 

Most responses were about 

the administration of special 

education services 

and  control of the dollars 

allocated to the First Nation 

students. 

Moving Forward 

The new funding formula is 

expected to be released in 

November. Once this 

happens, each community 

will be advised. The process 

of implementing this new 

funding formula for Ontario 

First Nations may cause an 

initial disruptive phase. 

However, the changes will 

allow First Nation education 

leadership to reflect on how 

best to meet the needs of 

students, who will provide 

services, and how. This is 

going to be a collective 

challenge. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Kevin Mason entertains the crowd with 
his jig skills at the Keewaywin 

community engagement session.  
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Increasing Student Attendance   

By Traci Cabral, Systems Navigation/Re-Engagement   
 

Here are a few simple but effective tips for increasing student attendance: 

 

➤ Take positive and early action when a student is absent - contact home.  When the child 

returns to school, let them know that they were missed. 

 

➤ Recognize good and improved attendance. 

 

➤ Build positive relationships with students and their family. 

 

➤ Be passionate about teaching and learning. 

 

➤ Use positive reinforcements, clear expectations, and structured lessons. Ask yourself at 

the end of the day if your lessons were engaging. If they were not, revamp! 

 

➤ Raise expectations and standards. This will encourage your students to excel. 

 

➤Encourage extra-curricular participation. This helps build stronger relationships outside 

of the classroom and gives students a stronger school connection. 

 

➤Involve parents wherever possible. Children succeed with more parental involvement. 
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Tihanna Goes to T-Bay! 
By Barb Matousek, Later Literacy Lead 
 

The 2017/18 KOBE Writing Contest was a huge 

success! There were entries from a number of classes 

in the KO schools and there were many winners. The 

grand prize winner was drawn from all of the winners 

and Tihanna Meekis from Deer Lake, in grade three 

at the time, won the trip for two to Thunder Bay. 

Tihanna was willing to bring her grandmother, Jenn, 

along with her and they were finally able to have 

their adventure this school year over the weekend of 

October 19-22. A big thank you goes out to Wasaya 

Airways for donating two flights, and to the Thunder 

Bay Marriott for offering the accommodations for this 

prize. 



                                 

 Western Exposure (Continued from page 1) 
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The Daily Five 
By Annette Berry, Early Literacy Lead 

 

 

Our Early Literacy professional development started out with a bang!  The Daily five was introduced at 

the KOBE Summit this August. 

 

Tracey Donnelly was the dynamic presenter that took staff through how to foster independence while 

engaging in authentic literacy tasks. Daily Five consists of five high yield literacy centres and is the 

management piece that allows teaching assistants and teachers to provide small group instruction in 

reading. This is referred to as guided reading. 

 

Please approach Annette Berry the KOBE Early Literacy Lead if you would like further support or are 

interested in exploring this in your classroom this year. 

Overdrive Digital 
Library 

By Barb Matousek, Later Literacy Lead 
 

Students and classes have been making use 

of the digital library that started up last 

January. Anyone with an edu.knet account 

can access the library.  

 

A digital format class set of the book Fatty 

Legs by Christy Jordan-Fenton and 

Margaret Pokiak-Fenton has been ordered. 

All of the schools can have access to the set 

throughout the year. To book the class set, 

contact Barb Matousek. 

     Pg 10 



KEEWAYTINOOK OKIMAKANAK BOARD OF EDUCATION   

             

The Grade 5 /6 and 7 /8 students in Fort Severn enjoyed a few 

hours in the Teepee structure in October. It was  memorable day of 

beautiful fresh fallen snow; we even saw a few wolverine tracks. 

Students learned to use flint to start fires, tasted whitefish soup 

prepared in part by their classmates, roasted weiners over an open 

fire, and used slingshots for target practice. One student shot a 

ptarmigan which was plucked, cleaned, and later brought home to 

be cooked. Students walked about the area and truly enjoyed the 

great outdoors.  

 

 

Fall Fun in Fort Severn 
By Traci Cabral, Systems Navigation/Re-Engagement  
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A stunning banner in the halls of Deer Lake First 
Nation School. 

 

Speech Language 
News 

By Liz Sidor, Education 
Partnerships Program Liaison 

 

It has been an exciting Fall for 

the Speech Language team! In 

addition to Communicative 

Disorders Assistants, Sue 

Smetana and Jasmin Thomson, 

the following professionals have 

also joined the Speech Language 

team: Cara Balla (CDA), Rana 

Alsayed (Speech Language 

Pathologist), and Diana Elborno 

(SLP). Rana, Sue, and Cara are 

currently serving Keewaywin, 

Victoria Linklater Memorial, and 

Deer Lake Schools; Diana and 

Jasmin are serving Ahgwahbuush 

Memorial and Wasaho Cree 

Nation Schools as well as KiHS 

and KOSSS. Members of the team 

have been visiting communities to 

complete assessments and carry 

out therapy, and have also 

continued with tele-therapy with 

the support of their partners in 

schools, the Speech Language 

Assistants. Please do not hesitate 

to speak to any member of the 

team if you want to know more 

about the referral process!  



Wellness Initiatives 
By Stephanie Mushinski, Assessment Lead 
 

Students from grades four to eight at Ahgwahbuush 

Memorial School in Poplar Hill have been working 

with Ginger Moose, the school’s Well-Being 

Coordinator, on small group novel studies. The current 

topic is anti-bullying. Students from all grades have 

collaborated on special bulletin boards.  

 

In October, the school-wide project focused on 

gratitude. Discussions were based on what students 

can be thankful for as a way to support their well-

being. 
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     KOBE Writing Contest 
    “My Favourite Person!” 

    Poetry, Stories/Essays 

    Open to all students from the KO Schools 

    Deadline: Friday, November 16, 2018 

 

Age Categories: Kindergarten; Grade 1-2; Grade 3-4; Grade 5-6; Grade 7-8; Grade 9 

Writing Categories: Maximum 600 words in each category 

Poetry-Syllabics; Story/Essay-Syllabics 

Poetry-English; Story/Essay-English 36 Possible Winners, 36 Prizes/Gift Packages 

Participation prizes will also be available to individual classes 

Grand Prize to be drawn from 36 winners 

Wasaya Airways flight for two to Thunder Bay and a night at the Marriot Hotel! 

Visit the KO Offices! 

See a Show! 

To Enter: 

Send to KOBE Sioux Lookout Office  

c/o Barb Matousek 

Contact barbmatousek@edu.knet.ca  

or 1(807) 737-5671 ext 4617 for more information 

(Please keep a copy of your work) 

 


